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Independent Speech & Language Therapy Service

                         Amanda Fox, B.Sc. (Hons), MRCSLT, MASLTIP

                                 Speech & Language Therapist

Tel: 07527 584 774         E-mail:amanda@kidstalkslt.co.uk

Welcome to KidsTalk

This pack will provide you with information about who I work with, the services that I provide, and what to expect during assessment and therapy.  It also includes details of my professional qualifications, and the professional fees that I charge for assessment and therapy.  The terms and conditions of my practice are included at the end.   

Who I work with

I work with children from birth to aged 10 years, which includes working with the child’s parents, families, teachers and other professionals involved with the child.  I will work with any child who lives within Herefordshire, Worcestershire, Powys and South Shropshire, who presents with a Speech, Language or Communication difficulty.

I work with children who have difficulties in the following areas:

· Speech sound production

· Attention & Listening

· Understanding language

· Expressing/using language

· Social Interaction

· Fluency/Stuttering

· Mutism

I have experience working with children with the following diagnosis:

· Down’s Syndrome

· Cerebral Palsy

· Autism Spectrum Disorder

· Specific Language Impairment

· General Developmental Delay

My Professional Qualifications

I hold a B.Sc (Hons) degree in Speech & Language Therapy from the University of Wales Institute Cardiff, gained in 1997.

I am registered with the: 

· Royal College of Speech & Language Therapists (RCSLT)

· Association of Speech & Language Therapists in Independent Practice (ASLTIP)

· Health Professions Council (HPC)

· Office of the Data Protection Registrar

I am also a certified Hanen Therapist:

· It Takes Two to Talk, The Hanen programme for Parents

· More Than Words, The Hanen Programme for Parents of Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders

· Target Word, The Hanen Programme for Parents of Children who are Late Talkers

I am trained in the Lidcombe Therapy Approach to Early Stuttering Intervention.

I am also trained in Paget Gorman Signed Speech.

I specialise in working with pre-school and school aged children, and have gained experience through working both in the NHS and in Private Practice. I have experience of providing services in schools, community clinics, nursery schools, specialised speech and language classes and in the home.

I am a recognised Speech & Language Therapy provider for AXA PPP Healthcare.
Speech & Language Therapy Services

All services are provided in the comfortable / familiar environment of the child's own home, school or nursery school.  

Initial Assessment:

An initial assessment will take approximately 1 hour, and will involve taking a detailed history of the child's development, formal and informal assessments, and consultation with other professionals involved (if appropriate).  Assessment results will be discussed with the child's parents and communication goals will be formulated in consultation with the parents.  A therapy plan will be agreed upon, and a written summary of the assessment results, recommendations and goals will be provided.

Direct Therapy:

Therapy sessions can be weekly, fortnightly, or monthly on a 1:1 basis.  A child's communication goals will be worked on through exciting / interesting games and activities. Strategies and techniques will be demonstrated to parents for use at home, and activities will be provided for home practise. Sessions are 30, 45 or 60 minutes long depending on the age of the child and the child's needs.

Indirect Therapy:

A child may not require direct therapy at the present time, but may benefit from the provision of a detailed programme of therapy activities for use at home / school.  Specific activities / suggestions will be provided to target individual goals.  A home programme is followed up with a direct visit with the therapist every 2 -3 months to check progress.

Review/Monitoring Sessions:

A review session may be carried out after a rest period for consolidation after a block of therapy, or following an assessment when a decision was made to monitor progress as therapy was not appropriate at that time. 

Other Services:

Detailed assessment and progress reports, visits to schools for consultation, telephone consultations, and attendance at meetings (e.g. Annual Reviews), can also be arranged.  Parental consent will always be obtained before reports are provided to or consultation is carried out with other professionals.

Discharge:  

Children will be discharged at the end of an episode of care.  This is when the therapy is complete and when the child’s potential is achieved in the area targeted by therapy.  Parents may also chose to withdraw their child from therapy at any time they wish, or put a hold on therapy e.g. whilst receiving a block of therapy through the NHS.

All decisions about therapy are made jointly with parents/caregivers.  Parental consent will always be requested before any therapy or consultation is carried out. 

Your Commitment

The best results in therapy are achieved when:

· Parents/caregivers actively participate in their child’s therapy.

· Children/parents/caregivers are actively committed to the therapy.

· Regular practise of the therapy techniques is carried out between therapy sessions.

· There is strong collaboration between parents/caregivers and all professionals involved.

Working Hours

I work with clients Monday and Tuesday from 9.30 am to 6pm, and Wednesday 9.30 am to 4.30 pm.

I have 24 a hour answer phone service, and messages will be responded to as soon as possible during the above hours.

Contact Details 

My web site can be found at www.kidstalkslt.co.uk
The best ways to contact me are:

· By telephone: 07527 584 774. If I am not available please leave your name and telephone number and I will usually return your call within a few hours.

· By email: amanda@kidstalkslt.co.uk

Terms and Conditions  

Fees

Initial Assessment:     £75

· Up to 20 min initial consultation on the telephone

· 15 min planning time

· Approximately 1 hour with client for assessment

 For children with complex needs additional assessment time may be required, £60 per hour pro rata

· Scoring of assessment, writing up notes

· Written summary of assessment results & therapy goals (to be provided within 2 weeks)

· 1 telephone consultation to another professional (if required)

Direct Therapy:  30 min - £30,         45 min - £45,         60 min - £60

· 15 min planning and material preparation

· Materials for home practise

· Therapy session - 30, 40, 60 min as agreed, which includes direct work with child and discussion with parent/teacher

· 10 min writing up notes

Indirect Therapy:  Home Programme £40 per hour

· Depending on the complexity of the programme, preparation may take from 30 min to 2 hours. An estimate of the time required will be provided. 

· Materials provided.

Review of Progress:  £60

· Review usually follows a 2 -3 month break from therapy, or following a home programme 

· 45 min directly reviewing child's progress, formal assessment if necessary

· 15 min preparation time, 15 min writing up notes 

· Written summary of progress.

Detailed Reports:  £50 per hour

· Detailed assessment and progress reports can be provided on request. An estimate of the time required to write the report will be provided.  Depending on the complexity of the child's difficulties a report may take from 1 hour to 4 hours to prepare.

Other Services:

· Telephone calls and letters to parents / other professionals (excluding calls to schedule appointments) up to 15min  - Free,  over 15min - £30 per hour pro rata

· Attendance at meetings - £70 per hour pro rata 

· Visits to nursery/school to consult with staff (not a therapy session) - £60 per hour pro rata.  Including provision of written advice.

Travel:  40 pence per mile expenses,   + travel time over 30 mins will be charged at £10 per hour pro rata

Due to the rural nature of the area covered travel time will be charged as outlined above.  Cost will be agreed prior to therapy.   Every effort will be made to keep costs low.

Payment

All fees are agreed prior to the start of therapy.  Fees are payable by cheque or cash at the end of each therapy session, unless otherwise agreed.  Cheques should be made payable to Amanda Fox.

Receipts

Receipts are issued for each payment, when it is received.

Cancellation of Appointments

· Missed appointments/no cancellation received will be charged at the full session rate.

· Please provide 24 hours notice of cancellation, failure to provide 24 hours notice may incur a charge.  Exceptions – illness and family emergencies.

· If your child’s therapy session is to take place in school it is your responsibility to inform me directly if your child is not at school on that day.

· If more that 2 sessions in a row are cancelled or missed, therapy may be put on hold until circumstances permit regular attendance.  

· If your appointment has to be cancelled by me, I will aim to inform you at least 48 hours in advance and will make another appointment to suit you.

Data Protection

This statement sets out the data protection policy in relation to the holding and using of information which may be obtained from you or other sources.

Information obtained will be with your consent and may include verbal or written reports on medical appointments, treatment sessions and school progress relating to your child’s speech and language difficulty. This information may be obtained from other professionals working with your child including doctors, teachers, and other therapists.  Any information shared with other professionals will be with your written consent and you will always be informed of any information sharing that may occur.

Personal data held by myself will be stored in a locked facility and will not be accessed by anyone but myself.  Client confidentiality will always be observed.

Paper information will be shredded 1 year after your last contact with me.

Consent Declaration Form

I have read and understand the above terms and conditions, the fee rates and charges for therapy, and the data protection policy.  

Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Signature: ………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Date: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Consent

I agree to give consent for my child to have a speech and language assessment and if indicated therapy with Amanda Fox Speech and Language Therapist.

Name of Child: …………………………………………………………………………………………

Name of Parent/carer: ………………………………………………………………………………

Address: …………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Phone: …………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Signature: ………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Date: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………..


